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constant opposition to plans for an imperial federation
and a Council of Empire came from this same Laurier
who never for a moment concealed the lengths to which
he would go to oppose any policy of centralization.
The Canadian statesman was fond of saying that he
was British to the core; but he had no intention of
making the slightest contribution to any project which
would limit Canada's autonomy, then in full growth,
and still less of dragging his country into "the whirl-
pool of European militarism/5

It was at this moment that a people few in numbers
but proud and courageous took up arms to defend their
independence against the British, who had been
attracted to their territory by gold and diamonds, and
encouraged by the voice and actions of Cecil Rhodes
on the Cape-to-Cairo route. The Conservative, Mac-
donald, had flatly refused to send Canadian troops to
the Sudan. What would the Liberal, Laurier, do?
Laurier was a liberal of the English school, the school
of Fox and Burke, and in the eyes of many he was
doubly suspect, because he was French and Catholic.
It was a war in which the unexpected resistance of the
Boers to the attack of the British lion involved, or so
it was said, the honour of the whole Empire. A ques-
tion of prestige was at stake, and also a question of
sentiment, which the Prime Minister could not dis-
regard, because of the great number of English-
speaking Canadians, who considered themselves first,
if not solely, as overseas British subjects. Soon, as the
result of an indirect appeal by Joseph Chamberlain, in
the name of imperial solidarity, the pressure on it was
so great in Canada, and especially in Ontario and the
Maritime Provinces, that in order to avoid certain